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Chronic Absenteeism is when an individual misses 10% or more of the total number of school days for any reason
during the academic year. Students who are chronically absent in the early years of their education may miss out on
learning important skills for school preparedness and may lag behind their peers in social and emotional
development. Its impact is particularly critical in high school, where the link between attendance and dropout rates

has significant repercussions outside of the classroom.
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2013 [ 2022 school students in Hartford who were
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HPS represents Hartford Public High Schools: Bulkeley High School, Hartford Public High School, and Weaver High
School. Magnet represents the other eight schools Magnet High Schools: Classical Magnet School, Capital Prep,
Great Path Academy, Hartford Magnet Trinity College Academy, Kinsella Magnet School of Performing Arts,
Pathways Academy of Technology and Design, Sport and Medical Sciences Academy and University High School of
Science and Engineering.
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Chronic absenteeism trends vary by school type. Using data from the Connecticut State Department of
Education, | calculated the percentages of chronically absent high school students from the 11 high
schools in Hartford. Then | took the average of those schools that were neighborhood public: Bulkeley
High School, Hartford Public High School, and Weaver High School; and the average of those that were
magnet high schools: Classical Magnet School, Capital Prep, Great Path Academy, Hartford Magnet
Trinity College Academy, Kinsella Magnet School of Performing Arts, Pathways Academy of Technology
and Design, Sport and Medical Sciences Academy and University High School of Science and
Engineering. The average percentage of high school students who were chronically absent has been
drastically higher in public high schools than in magnet high schools over the past nine years. In 2022 the
average percentage of public high students being chronically absent was 1.83 times greater than the
average percent of magnet high school students. But why are public high schools having more problems
with chronic absenteeism than magnet schools?



